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In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

H.E. Senator Mian Raza Rabbani, Chairman of Senate House 

H.E. Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, National Assembly Speaker 

H.E. Mr. Mohammad Riza Majidi, APA Secrewtary General 

Excellencies, Speakers and Representatives of Parliaments 

Distinguished guests

In the beginning, I have the honor to convey to you all the greetings of our steadfast Syrian people and warm regards of H.E. President Bashar Al-Assad, and to express our great hopes for taking important decisions in these meetings, which will contribute to strengthening peace and security in our Asian Continent.

I sincerely believe that the need for cooperation and solidarity today is greater than ever before. After more than a decade since the creation of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly, the challenges facing us are increasingly difficult, amid a state of anarchy in which the terrorists and extremists target more than one place of our Continent, which calls for giving more support to the valuable efforts exerted by our Assembly over the past years towards developing cooperation among the Asian States and their peoples, as well as strengthening the bonds of parliamentary friendship to bolster the opportunities of peace and security in our region and the world. 

These common challenges and the emerging circumstances that sweep through our countries and region today put us before enormous responsibilities, which are impossible to endure without genuine cooperation, whether through the Assembly or the hoped-for Asian Parliament, which we vehemently support and hope will be effective and influential in serving the interests of Asian peoples and countries. 

Ladies and Gentlemen

As Speaker of the Syrian People's Assembly, I am carrying the message of our people to this platform; the message of people who suffer the scourge of terrorism every day. They are facing the most horrendous forms of killing, and a country whose infrastructure and installations are exposed to systematic destruction.

We firmly believe that terrorism has one face. There is no good or bad terrorism, and unless world nations are united to confront it, there will be no secure future for all of us, and there will be no growth and development, as all development tracks at international level will be jeopardized. 

Therefore, I call upon you in the name of the Syrian people from this rostrum to establish genuine international cooperation to confront terrorism, based on UN Security Council Resolutions, and in keeping with the principles of international law and cooperation with the countries that are exposed to terrorism.
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Confronting terrorism cannot be fulfilled without a genuine action at all fronts, including political, cultural and the battle zones. We have to stand up together to take immediate action, and ban radical and Takfiri thoughts that promote blasphemous and sectarian incitement. This action will put us on the beginning of the road towards confronting extremism and terrorism.

I also call upon the countries that are implicated in supporting the terrorist groups in my country as well as in other countries to stop their erroneous policies, because history will record these errors and peoples will bring the culprits to book. 

Honorable Audience,

We in Syria are achieving great victories at the level of combating the terrorist groups, in cooperation with our friends and allies. I seize this opportunity  to extend our thanks to Russia, Iran and all the governments and forces that stood by outside, politically, militarily and economically in the battle of eradication of terrorism, represented in ISIS and Jabhat Al-Nusra and the other groups that embrace the terrorist ideology of ' Al-Qaeda'. These victories represent an essential foundation for restoration of peace and security to my country, Syria. 

Based on this vision, we have been seriously participating in the Geneva or Astana meetings as well as the other dialogue initiatives. This vision is also boosting the national reconciliation efforts, sponsored by the state in the various areas in which the terrorists are taken out and the status of those who lay down their weapons is settled and sorted out. Civilians living in these areas are provided with needed food supplies and health services, which sincerely reflects our care for our people and keenness to spare the civilians the scourge of war and rid our country of this situation as early as possible.

Distinguished Audience,

The economic war imposed on our country and society by some countries is not less dangerous and heinous than the war of terror. It is a partner of terrorism for our suffering. I therefore call upon the member parliaments in this Assembly to support our demands to lift the economic embargo imposed on my country. I also call the Assembly to issue a statement that demands to end these sanctions and to take necessary action to support this demand, in addition to supporting the Syrian government's efforts of securing food and medicine in the areas besieged by the terrorist groups and the action taken by the government to support the IDPs. The statement should also express support for the reconciliation efforts achieved by the government among the citizens of our homeland to enable my country to regain its past security and stability. 

Ladies and Gentlemen

The future of our peoples depends on the policies and positions we adopt. So let us put our hands together for cooperation and coordination. Let us embrace the culture of amity, tolerance and peace and establish a new era of stability and peace, and build an environment that achieves social prosperity and decent living for our peoples and the peoples of the entire world.
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We, in the Syrian People's Assembly, look forward to an Asian Parliament that represents significant steps towards an effective regional cooperation, which contributes to realizing the aforementioned goals and aspirations.

In conclusion, we would like to express our gratitude to the friendly Islamic Republic of Pakistan, and particularly the Pakistan Senate and National Assembly for their commendable efforts to make this conference a success. 

Thank and God Bless you! 

Dr. Hadieh Abbas, 

Speaker of the Syrian People's Assembly
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